
Important 
Dates

September 18 
- Grades 3 & 4 
Back-to-School
Night at 7 PM.

September 23  - 
PTA Annual Fall 
Festival, Spencer 
Field, 12:00 PM. 

September 25  - 
Kindergarten  Back-
to-School Night at 7 
PM. 

CET Newsletter September 15, 2017 

https://www.chufsd.org/Domain/10 

Message from the Principal, Mrs. Kelly Maloney 

Dear CET Families, 

The school year is off to a great start!  It appears that everyone has settled in 
nicely and that routines have quickly been established.  We welcomed 109 
kindergarten students and 27 students in grades 1-4 that are new to CET! 
There are a few more families still registering! From what I see and hear, 
Croton-on- Hudson is the place to live, and I would agree! I am so proud to be 
a part of this school community.  We have kind, caring students and hard-
working, fun teachers!  And of course, wonderful, supportive parents! 

Teachers have spent the past eight days getting to know their students and 
establishing classroom rules and routines. As part of getting to know their 
students, teachers are assessing students to determine what skills and 
knowledge they already possess.   TheNext Step Guided Reading 
Assessment and the STAR tests (Early Literacy, Reading, and/or 
Mathematics) will be administered this month. This information will help 
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September 25 - 
PTA Lunch Service 
begins. 

October 
6  - CETPicture 
Day  

October 9 -
Columbus 
Day, School Closed 

October 
16 - YMCA 
programs begin. 

October 31 -
CET Halloween 
Parade 

***** 
 

identify students who would benefit from academic support or enrichment. The 
STAR assessment results will be uploaded to the eSchool Parent Portal 
where you will be able to view them. The eSchool Parent Portal is also where 
you would go to view your child’s report card and their NYS Assessment 
Grade 3-8 assessment results. Just a reminder that you will need your child’s 
student ID number to set up your eSchool Parent Portal account. You can 
contact Jean Flandreau in our main office for your child’s ID number, if 
necessary.  She can be reached at 271-5184 x3215. If you are having trouble 
setting up your eSchool Parent Portal account, please contact Tracey Borges 
at 914-271-4793 x4202. 

Today, Magic Jim visited CET! Using magic, humor, and audience 
participation, Magic Jim spoke about being a person of good character. He 
focused on three traits-trust, citizenship, and fairness, and how these traits 
help to “bully-proof” our school. His assembly dove-tailed nicely with the 
assembly he did last year which emphasized respect, responsibility, and 
caring as well as the REACH assemblies that were held yesterday with Mrs. 
Bianchi, Mrs. Woolley, and Mrs. Fitzgerald.  Magic Jim’s assemblies continue 
to be well-received by our students and staff. Ask your child to tell you about 
Magic Jim’s assembly. 

I know at the beginning of the school year you are inundated with information 
and paperwork. Please take the time to look through your child’s folder for 
forms that need to be returned such as the Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) and 
Tiger Cub contract. Our district and school websites were revised this summer 
to make it more user friendly. Please take a moment to 
bookmark www.chufsd.org  on your device. Also, please consider following 
#CETElementary on Twitter. I am hoping to tweet once a day what is 
happening at CET!  

Welcome Back, parents! I am looking forward to a great year! 

tel:(914)%20271-4793
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Warmly, 

Kelly 
 

News from the Assistant Principal, Mrs. Kerri Bianchi 

Each year I like to focus my first newsletter article on the importance of Social 
Emotional Learning.  At CET we strive to create a community of accepting and 
empathetic staff and students.  This year we will continue to revisit our 
REACH expectations and acknowledge students who 
display Respect, Effort, Acceptance, Cooperation and Honesty.  During this 
past week, Mrs. Fitzgerald, Mrs. Woolley and I spent time talking with each 
grade level about how REACH should look in various parts of the building.  I 
would like to share the expectations with you so that you can feel comfortable 
reinforcing these expectations at home.  Students show respect by listening 
and following the directions of their teachers, teacher aides, lunch monitors, 
and other adults in the building and by using kind words, using equipment and 
materials correctly and treating others the way that they would like to be 
treated.  Students show effort by, always doing their best and trying to include 
others.  They demonstrate acceptance by taking responsibility for themselves 
and their actions and by embracing differences in others and getting to know 
them.  Our students showcooperation by taking turns, following directions 
and helping out when needed. Finally, CETstudents demonstrate honesty by 
being truthful, taking responsibility for their actions, playing by the rules and 
showing good sportsmanship.  During the grade level assemblies I also 
introduced the concept of our CET Buddy Bench which is located in the center 
of the playground.  We explained to students that the Buddy Bench is a place 
that students could go if they are feeling lonely or having difficulty finding 
someone to play with.  We encourage students if they see someone sitting on 
the Buddy Bench to go over and ask the student to play with them.  By 
fostering and reinforcing these positive behaviors we are promoting a positive 
school environment where everyone lives by the Golden Rule. 



P lease spend some time reviewing and discussing our Student 
Handbook at home and remember to have your child sign and return the 
Tiger Cub contract to school. Looking forward to a great year! 

 

Message from Lauren Fitzgerald, School Psychologist and 

Robin Woolley, School Counselor  

The School Counseling and Social Emotional support programs at CET are 
intended to help all children and their families get the most out of their 
elementary school experience. Direct and indirect counseling support 
includes: 

 Teach classroom lessons focused on social and emotional skills 
 Small group counseling 
 Individual counseling 
 Crisis Intervention 
 Coordinate assistance with school supplies and school lunches if 

financial assistance is needed 
 Provide support for parents 
 Assist administration in coordinating activities such as Character 

Education and RTI Services 
 Make referrals to community agencies when necessary 
 CSE/504 Coordination 
 Provide information regarding available community resources 

Our School Counselor, Robin Woolley, and School Psychologist, Lauren 
Fitzgerald, work closely with each other and all members of the Croton-
Harmon community to ensure that our children have the habits of mind and 
social skills necessary to be lifelong learners, able to contribute to the well-
being of society. We look forward to working with all of the Croton families this 
school year! 



School Psychologist                                                                   
Lauren Fitzgerald                                                                     
lauren.fitzgerald@chufsd.org                                                           
914-271-5184 ext. 3224                                                              

School Counselor 
Robin Woolley 
robin.woolley@chufsd.org  
914-271-5184 ext. 3217 

Think ~ Create ~ Reflect ~ Respect 
 

Message from  Christine Martins, School Nurse 

Let's Talk About... LICE! 

Lice. Just hearing the word is enough to give us the heebie jeebies. One of 
every parent's fears is to hear that their child has these creepie crawlies living 
in their hair. But as dreaded as it is, it's important to remember that lice (AKA 
pediculosis capitis) are more of a nuisance than anything else. 

Thanks to the CET PTA, the students in our school had a lice check this past 
Monday. So... what exactly are lice? Lice are small insects that live close to 
the scalp. A full grown louse (louse=singular, lice=plural) is about the size of a 
sesame seed and varies in shades of grayish-tan. Lice are oftentimes hard to 
spot as they don't like light- once you part the hairs on the scalp, a louse will 
move fast to hide. Nits (lice eggs) are easier to spot. Nits are tiny, about the 
size of a poppy seed, but sticky. They are attached to a strand of hair, close to 
the scalp, and will not blow away when blown on. It is important to remember 
that nits WILL NOT spread infestation. Only live lice will. The American 
Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) discourages the "no-nit" policy that some 
schools have. According to the AAP, if lice are found on a child's scalp, they 
should be sent home from school, treated at home, and returned to school the 
next day. If only nits are found, the child should finish out their school day, get 
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treated at home after school, and return to school the next day. Here at CET, 
we follow AAP's recommendations: children found to have lice are sent home, 
children with nits are allowed to finish out the school day. Children treated for 
lice are checked by myself for several weeks following treatment. 

Which brings us to the actual treatment of lice. It is an onerous but rewarding 
task. Special shampoos and combs can be purchased over-the-counter at 
local pharmacies such as SaveMor or CVS. It is best to follow the instructions 
on the packaging. Most products involve washing hair with the shampoo and 
combing out the nits and lice with the comb provided. This treatment should 
be repeated on days 9 and 18. I say the words "onerous" because it is time 
consuming and "rewarding" because you will be able to visibly see each louse 
and nit as you comb it out of your child's hair. It is important to wash clothes, 
bed linens, hats... in hot water and run them through the clothes dryer to kill 
off the lice. Anything that cannot be washed should be bagged for up to 2 
weeks. 

Lice are spread by hair-to-hair contact. So please, remind your child to not 
share hats, scarves, hair ties with other children. Inspect your child's hair and 
scalp from time to time to check for lice or nits. Lice tend to prefer the areas 
behind ears and at the nape of the neck. 

For more information, check out these websites: American Academy of 
Pediatrics www.aap.org and www.healthychildren.org Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention www.cdc.gov 

Thank you all and Thank You to the CET PTA for organizing the Lice Check!!  

Christine Martins RN 

CET School Nurse 
 

CET PTA  
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We've been having a blast seeing familiar faces and meeting new people around 
school! Many more chances on deck to connect to the CET community. Join us for 
our favorite seasonal fundraiser - Fall Festival is happening on Saturday, 
September 23 from 12-4pm.  There will be food and Spiritwear for sale, games to 
play, crafts to create, and local organizations on hand to share information about 
opportunities for CET students. We need plenty of helpers on hand too - please 
sign up to volunteer by clicking 
here: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e4baaab2da6f49-cets2. 

We hope Fall Festival is only one of many PTA events that we see you at this 
year. Stay in the loop and be part of all that is happening by becoming a member 
of the PTA. Membership forms came home in student folders, can be found at the 
school, or on our website: www.cetpta.com 

Lunches you don't have to prepare are always in season. Be sure to get in on 
Session 1 of the lunch program by ordering online 
at https://www.cognitoforms.com/CETPTA1/CETSession1LunchOrderForm. Order 
due date is TODAY, Friday, September 15.Questions? Email Joanna Straub 
at CETLunch@gmail.com. Lunch service starts on September 25. Have lunch with 
your child and keep this volunteer run program going by signing up here to serve 
lunch:   

https://sites.google.com/a/chufsd.org/cet-pta/CET-PTA-Homepage/CET-Lunch-
Program 

Always happy to hear from parents - email us at CETPTA@gmail.com, like us on 
Facebook (CET PTA COMMUNITY), and come to our next meeting, Tuesday, 
October 10 at 7:30 pm. 

 

BEFORE SCHOOL MUSIC PROGRAMS 

If your child is enrolled in band, chorus, and/or strings, please drop him/her off 
in the back of CET near the multipurpose room. These morning programs 
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begin at 7:40 am. A staff member will be there to greet them. Please be sure 
your child is on time. 

************************************************************************ 

YMCA AFTER  SCHOOL ENRICHMENT PROGRAM 

FALL 2017 
 
The family YMCA at Tarrytown has some great classes in store for the 
students on site @ CET!! Check out their 
website, www.ymcatarrytown.org (click Enrichment) to see a detailed list and 
pricing. You can also visit CET's webpage for the link to their website or 
email,dawnb@ymcatarrytown.org Registration dates: September 18th -  27nd. 
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